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Introduction

e Sinclair defined collocations as the
occurrence of two or more words within

a short space of each other in a text
(Sinclair, 1991:170)
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Statement of the problem

e Although collocations could be one of

the

challenges in learning a language,

very few studies have been done on

Ara
Ara
Ara

oic learners’ competency in using
oic collocations (particularly on Malay

oic major learners).
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* One area that learners may have
problems with is the use of conjunctions.

 The Arabic conjunctions consist of
collocations, and based on experience,
these were found to be problematic to
the second language learners.
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Objectives of the study

* To give accurate description of Arabic
conjunctions used among learners of
Arabic;

* To investigate the misuse of Arabic
conjunctions among the learners;

* To see how certain combinations of
words were preferred by the learners.
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Arabic conjunctions

 Combined words that signal a connection
between sentences

* not single words, or a repetition of word

e serve as connectors and carry a variety of
meanings: additive, adversative, causal,
temporal, clarification, conditional and

limitation if attached to a complete sentence
(Hassan, 1999).
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Normally found as a result of
different combinations of words:

I.  preposition +noun +preposition (e ol ) e fom pe
A Jal e /128 Jal o
BEEgN

ERRY

UL

2. preposition +preposition +noun




preposition +noun
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5.  preposition +preposition
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6. preposition + preposition

+preposition
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8. Preposition + noun +noun

A 4ali (4a(s)

Al il )
Ay il
@\MUAS:J\}
Jsdll A
Lages Y

Alcils J




Preposition +preposition +noun

+noun

Noun +noun

Noun +preposition




noun + preposition + preposition

noun + preposition +noun

Verb + preposition + noun

Verb + noun + preposition

+preposition
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A ) il

Sy e o)

O S Byl Hans




Meanings

« ADDITIVE Aua Y g Ay e 2y La
e a)y @y e sab g oty ) ddlsa) felly ) adliayl
(ld e (S ¢l ya ala (e Slzad o)) Lay el

Lsk; 3 gole g céﬂ:ﬁj T u.nS:d\j CU‘LAS ch\.ij
d}ﬂ\ A el s ¢Sl (dS) ula sz‘ ¢Sl
B g ¢J gall 3 gaim (dadA fADAl 5/ J gall 4adlA of
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ADVERSATIVE &) i) g Q) ) s by La o
by ¢ pSall s ¢ at ) e [ a2 HIL Gl Y)
13 alll ccpn Al e

CAUSAL davcd) gl Galadl) dma ddila e
Sl d;\ e JARYS d;\ % TEARERY MAJAJ IR ¢l )l
cdhsj ‘U‘ SN ellala (el g cdm\.;l\j ¢Sl 4\&.\.\4)
(4) 13eds el Y e g
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TEMPORAL

Ladic ¢ Laila cla oo yus a3 LIS Ll oYl ¢ yal
N)ie

CLARIFICATION Juaiill g} 84t na 1d; Lo

(O G BOLEY) Jaad AT eay casSUIL (S L)

(j) dh—d‘ d-u-uésc\.u.b c[j Sl c)S'ﬂh. PEREN
2Ysda I gl Jes i+ a5 B+ g
A3 ) Les ¢l ala g e Wl

WACL LANCASTER UNIVERSITY 11-12 APRIL
2011




CONDITIONAL <isallglapid) Anxa adyla o
o ing S Y JA Y ol L) oS 1) Ll A Ll

LIMITATION sWisY¥) Jsa adyla o

SPECIFICATION amaddll dra 2y La o
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Research procedure

1. Data Collection

 The data was collected from students’ essays
which were submitted online to the
researcher;

The university’s Learning Management
System (LMS) was a platform used for this
study;

These essays formed the corpus for this
study;

The corpus size is about 240,000 words.
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2. Participants of the study

* 60 university students enrolled in the
“Computer Application in Language and
Literature” course offered by the Department
of Arabic Language and Literature, IUM.

 The students are predominately in their first
and second year of Arabic major degree
programme with 97% of them are Malaysians.

e Studied Arabic language for at least 10 years
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 They were given the choice to write
either descriptive or comparative essays
on Microsoft Word on the first day of

class without any help from native
JELES)
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3. Instrument used

» SketchEngine ( ) was
used to track the frequency of conjunctions

employed by the students

DL Ssketch Engine

Lexical

Computing

The Sketch Engine (SkE, also known as Word Sketch Engine) is a Corpus Query System
incorporating word sketches, grammatical relations, and a distributional thesaurus.

etch is a one-page, automatic, corpus-derived summary of a word’s grammatical and

collocational behaviour.

Register for a 30-day free trial account here.
Registered users log in
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* Microsoft Excel (SketchEngine is unable to
detect the collocations for a number of
conjunctions)

 Manual analysis was also incorporated in this
study, as fully automatic analysis was not
possible to investigate learner corpus that is
known to have a high number of deviations
(Najda, N., 2004:41).
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Findings

* Findings no 1: to give accurate description of
conjunctions used by the students

No. of conjunctions employed in the entire

corpus

Maximum no. of conjunctions used in one essay
Minimum no. of conjunctions used in one essay
Essays with no conjunctions at all

Average use of conjunctions in the entire corpus
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* there are about 83 Arabic conjunctions
used in the Modern Standard Arabic,

* only 48 were applied

* 35 were hardly used by the students.
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Frequency of conjunctions used

26 1 Gld ) ddlza) /elly ) adlaYl
25 34 N
23 18 Sl3 il

Jsall LadA 5/ J gall Aadla
19 19 LadA /DAl o
18 6 Sy 5 48
15 60 JEall s e ()
12 62 e /e g




45 BYNP
3 Sy e o
41 A
46 Y
5 SEARFYERDE

2 Sy e 33l )

e e [im a2
25 (e
36 CINPENY
15 SIS
17 Al (K) qils




0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0




Findings no 2: To investigate the
misuse of Arabic conjunctions among
the learners

e out of 276 conjunctive occurrences, 22.10%
(61 occurrences) were wrongly applied by the

students

* the students failed to choose the correct
combination of two or more words, and the
results was also reported by (Fan P., 2010) -
the students’ unawareness of collocational
properties in vocabulary.
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Findings no.3: To see how certain
combinations of words were preferred
by the learners

 when learners encountered a
collocational problem, they tend to
resort to one of the strategies of lexical
simplification: synonym, avoidance,
transfer and paraphrasing (Granger,
pAVOE)
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Correct
collocations

i) /ell3 ) iLayly
B!

Problematic
Collocations
4Ll s
Sl e dalaYL
S e 48l
Sl e 48l
Sl ZaL YL
13 A3Leal,
Sl gy
3 3l 8
3Ly 3\
Ad vy

Al e

Strategies Applied

Avoidance
Paraphrasing
Paraphrasing
Paraphrasing
Avoidance
Avoidance
Avoidance
Avoidance
Avoidance
Avoidance
Transfer
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Avoidance
Avoidance

oo uad b Paraphrasing

Paraphrasing
LA o/ Jsall Aadla : Avoidance
LAl o/ J sl Al Avoidance
Jsall AadA 8 Avoidance

LDl A Transfer
Jsall 3 gaia Jsall 8 gaa Ay Paraphrasing
b (e at e A at pg Paraphrasing
' Paraphrasing
Sl s ) s Avoidance
' Transfer
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Avoidance

Paraphrasing

Transfer
Transfer
Transfer
Transfer
Transfer
Transfer
Transfer
Avoidance




Conclusion

e Certain collocations of conjunctions are
used more frequently compared to
others;

* Less problems with conjunctions that are
normally used in spoken and in their
reading texts;
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* Problematic conjunctions include
combinations of words that have
affixes and those with similar
combinations in mother tongue; yet

they don’t have one to one
correspondence syntactically or/and
semantically
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* When the meaning of a group of
words may be different from the
meaning of each member of the
groups, this may cause a confusion to

the language learners who normally
focus on the meaning of each word
in understanding a text.
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* Another possible problem that the
learners faced with collocations is in
identifying which word occurs with the

stem word in a certain context.
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Suggestions

* the need to focus on the most
commonly used conjunctions with a
special attention to collocations;

 emphasis should be stressed on
errors in conjunctive use when
teaching Arabic to second or foreign
language learners;

WACL LANCASTER UNIVERSITY 11-12 APRIL
2011




* thorough analysis should be carried
out in the future focusing on L1 and
L2 interference, particularly on

conjunctive use

WACL LANCASTER UNIVERSITY 11-12 APRIL
2011




Thank you

Terima kasih
NS

WACL LANCASTER UNIVERSITY 11-12 APRIL
2011




