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Abstract
Meanings of words are closely linked to the contexts in which they occur, and recent
approaches in corpus linguistics have stressed the importance of lexical descriptions
that go beyond lexico-grammatical contexts (Hoey 2005, Mahlberg 2005, O’Donnell
2005, Scott and Tribble 2006). The present paper explores textual patterns of lexical
items in hard news stories. White (1997) points out that information in hard news
stories is packaged and presented following a cyclical development. Other patterns in
newspaper stories characterise ways in which participants of the story are introduced,
specific features of participants are highlighted, and the development of actions is
described. There are also patterns that are used to evaluate the events of the story and
underline their newsworthiness (cf. Bednarek 2006). In addition to a functional
analysis, these stories should also be examined from the more linear perspective of
paragraph structure. One of the claims in the theory of lexical priming is that words
may be primed with respect to their position in recognised discourse units, for
instance as the initial word in a paragraph. To investigate this claim we have created a
newspaper corpus consisting of subsections based on sentence position within the text
(e.g. all the first sentences of a text are grouped together). Using the keywords
procedure we have identified words that exhibit a tendency to be text initial. This
paper will focus on two examples, fresh and branded, describing both their evaluative
features and organisational functions in the creation of hard news stories. The paper
will not only present case studies, but also seeks to provide a corpus linguistic context
for the findings.
References
Bednarek, M. 2006. Evaluation in Media Discourse. Analysis of a Newspaper
Corpus. London: Continuum.
Bell, A. 1991. The Language of News Media. Oxford and Massachusetts: Blackwell.
Hoey M. 2005. Lexical Priming. A new Theory of Words and Language. London and
New York: Routledge.
Hunston S. and J. Sinclair. 2000. “A local grammar of evaluation”. In S. Hunston and
G. Thompson (eds.) Evaluation in Text. Authorial Stance and the Construction
of Discourse. Oxford: Oxford University Press. pp. 74–101.
Mahlberg, M. 2005. English General Nouns: a corpus theoretical approach.
Amsterdam: Benjamins.
O’Donnell, M.B. 2005. Corpus Linguistics and the Greek of the New Testament.
NTM 6. Sheffield: Sheffield Phoenix Press.

1

e-mail: m.odonnell@liv.ac.uk

1

Scott, M. and C. Tribble. 2006. Textual Patterns. Key Words and Corpus Analysis in
Language Education. Amsterdam: Benjamins.
White, P. 1997. “Death, disruption and the moral order: the narrative impulse in
mass-media ‘hard news’ reporting”. In F. Christie and J. R. Martin (eds.)
Genre and institutions. Social processes in the workplace and school.
London: Continuum, pp. 101–133.

2

